ALIVE ROCK CITY

Fall, 1980, By now it is common knowledge: San Francisco is rock city. The live
music/club scene in the city of rock continues to progress and impress, having evolved from
Mabuhay Gardens, The Temple, The Deaf Club .. . into . .. X's, The Back D.O.R., Rock City,
Fab Mab, Target, Club Foot, The Stone, Valencia Tool & Die, The Savoy Tivoli, The Sound of
Music, The Berkeley Square, A.R.E. Gallery, Club Generic, -Beam, Le Disque, 10th Street
Hall (Rat's Palace), etc. Evidently the sheer number of clubs now available to musicians and
the public in the Bay Area (especially North Beach, San Francisco) causes the steady
evolution of rock music and its derivities. And evolve it does: in early 1979 there were but a
few clubs regularly offering live music and dancing; by late 1979 the clubs had definitely
channeled a musical revolution, providing more shows than ever before in more venues
than ever existed before.

All music isn't made to be danced to, but, in the developing San Francisco club scene
circa '79/'80, very few bands were considered overwhelming or even successful if they didn't
have their audiences on their feet and moving during performances. While dancing
suddenly became the healthiest and most obvious result of the increased popularity of new
music and its accompanying live music/club craze, we saw the more prominant and prolific
bands of the '78-80 period gain unprec-
edented popularity by the Autumn of
1980 thanks to the club disc jockey
(most clubs featured record play offset-
ting live performances), and these
artists now account for at least 30% of the
material on even Billboard Magazine's
Disco Top 100 charts (gasp!). The divid-
ing factor between commercial “new
wave’ records and independently pro-
duced ones has become the selective
and imaginative use of the components
of modern music. As the club scene here
develops and local music itself develops
and expands its bounds, the music fan's
tastes grow and diversify as well. Rock
music loses it conventionality in 1980:
we're talking about a new, pulsating,
flexible, rhythmic music now.







